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April 6, 2022
For More Information, Contact:
Sally Campbell, XXX-XXX-XXXX	Comment by Lance Robertson: Pretty good effort here. I did help you and others in the class quite a bit – I wanted to make sure everyone was on the same page with this first fully-graded news release assignment. So grades tend to be higher because of that.

I was mainly interested in seeing how you addressed thest central things in this assignment:

1. How you addressed the "action" being taken -- improvement of a section of Highway 126 -- in a single-sentence first (lead) paragraph.

2. How you addressed the two "whys" in the first paragraph: There's a "why" that spurred the work -- the current road condition is poor, dangerous, accident-prone, one of the most hazardous in Oregon, etc. The second "why" is ODOT's goal -- and ODOT's mission -- of making the roadway safer for motorists. These two "whys" should be incorporated into the lead paragraph in a way that is concise and created an easy-to-read and free-flowing sentence.

This second "why" should be forward-thinking and positive, not negative in tone and phrasing. To recap: The first "why" references the current condition of the highway, and the second "why" references the goal once the work is finished with the improvements.

3. Whether the second (and sometimes third) paragraph continues the focus on the details of the project -- cost (if not in the first paragraph), how many miles improved, from where to where, expected delays, etc.). This addresses the primary thing journalists -- and the public -- are most interested in.

In general, you did all three of these!! Nice!. Sentence are good, for the most part, and information is in the logical order. However, I have some comments embedded in your assignment to help with rewriting. 

Also see the "Comments" file that I've posted in the Week 3 Module on Canvas to also help with rewriting.

Good luck!


Public Information Officer, ODOT





ODOT to widen Highway 126 between Eugene and Veneta

The Oregon Department of Transportation plans to expand one of Oregon’s most dangerous highway corridors, Highway 126, from two lanes to four, improving multiple safety-related issues.	Comment by Lance Robertson: So, this could drop to the second paragraph if you say “widen” instead of “expand” in the lead, simplifying the lead sentence even more.

ODOT plans to put $40 million into the expansion project and has already collected the required state and federal environmental permits, placing them on track to begin the process in mid-May and complete it by December. The expansion will focus on a 12-mile stretch from Greenhill Road in west Eugene to Territorial Highway in Veneta.

“This project is about safety and protecting families,” said ODOT Director, Joe Harwood. “Expanding the highway is the only way to reduce needless deaths and create a safer roadway for motorists.” 	Comment by Lance Robertson: Omit comma

Highway 126 lies between Fern Ridge Reservoir and railroad tracks and currently lacks adequate lighting and reflectors on the road. There is an average of 45 collisions every year in its current state.

The 12-mile strip between Eugene and Veneta specifically reached a death toll of 14 in 2021 after a family of four died in an accident where their westbound car collided head-on with an eastbound freight truck as it tried to pass a slower-moving van. With the current speed limit of 55, drivers frequently risk passing slower cars, causing these collisions. 

Expanding Highway 126 to four lanes will require placing over 15 million tons of rock into the reservoir, which some local environmentalists object to. The project will also create an expected 15-20 minute delay for motorists, especially on weekends and holidays.	Comment by Lance Robertson: Why give them a voice in your news relase?	Comment by Lance Robertson: This should go up with the project details in the second paragraph – or break into a third paragraph below the second.
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